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In the restaurants across the United States, diners savor the delectably exotic flavor of Chinese cuisine.  Nevertheless, the value of Chinese culture in America transcends mixed vegetable dishes and paper slips of wisdom.  The Chinese community has made and will continue to make valuable contributions to American literature, business, and society.

To begin with, Chinese and Chinese American literary works have greatly influenced the American world of letters since the late nineteenth century.  During this era Ezra Pound, an American poet, precipitated a poetic revolution in both the United States and Europe.  Pound began writing during the Romantic literary movement, dictating an ornate, sentimental style within a rigid meter and rhyme scheme.  Dissatisfied with Western melodramatic writings, he developed an affinity for Chinese poetry, especially that of Li Po.  In contrast with the maudlin style of the day, the Chinese style was simple, lucid, and restrained, suggesting ardent emotions through brief images rather than stating them through verbose elaboration.  Inspired by this ability to convey powerful messages and profound truth in few words and the free verse of Chinese poems translated into English, Ezra Pound began to imitate their style and form.  He abandoned strict meter and rhyme for a more flowing music.  Pound’s then radical works challenged poets to novel standards.  The primary poetic objective became to speak vividly without forcing language into the corsets of the Shakespearean sonnet or protracting it into epics.  With the help of Chinese poetry, Ezra Pound’s unprecedented works initiated the Realist poetic movement, so familiar to poetry in 1999.  In the twentieth century, another innovation, Chinese American literature, developed.  By this time the majority of Chinese in the United States included immigrants with the intention of establishing permanent residence in their adopted country or citizens by birth.  Encumbered by a feeling of alienation in both China and America, they struggled to reconcile their Chinese heritage with their American nationality.  Some aired their conflict of identity through gripping literary endeavors.  For instance, in 1957 Chin Yang Lee wrote one of the earliest Chinese American works, Flower Drum Song.  More recently, Gus Lee based his popular 1991 novel China Boy partially upon personal experiences.  Carrying an extra burden in a patriarchal society, Chinese American women also penned impressive compositions.  Amy Tan gained widespread fame with The Joy Luck Club, a poignant portrait of eight Chinese American women battling deep emotional pain to manage their fragmented personalities.  Chinese American works provide a different perspective on the time-honored subject of the search for self and make the spectrum of American literature more colorful.  

In addition, the ubiquitous presence of Chinese people has prepared American companies for prosperity in the rapidly emerging global economy.  As telecommunications and travel grow more efficient and inexpensive and as an increasing number of international trade agreements are established, businesses, especially in America, have the opportunity and the necessity to enter foreign markets.  Because the United States has long employed a capitalist system, its market is quickly growing inundated with businesses engaged in fierce competition.  For higher profits companies must introduce their goods and services in other countries, particularly in those with new and burgeoning economies and few opposing companies.  As a result of Deng Xiaoping’s new economic policies in 1978, China’s economy has been expanding faster than that of any other nation for the past twenty years.  Chinese-speaking regions such as Taiwan and Hong Kong are vivacious and maturing centers of business and capital investment.  Consequently, American companies suffering lower profit margins from a saturated and intensely competitive domestic market can greatly improve their economic situation by catering to Chinese consumers as China benefits from a more open economic policy and continues to become a more accessible market.  Actually, the large Chinese American population has already encouraged American companies to make their products Chinese-friendly.  For example, Microsoft Corporation has created a version of its computer operating system Windows with headings and messages written in Chinese.  Furthermore, American institutions of higher education have long offered courses in using the Chinese language and in learning the history and customs of the Chinese people.  Americans with a working Chinese vocabulary and knowledge of Chinese culture undoubtedly interact more positively with Chinese businesspeople at home and abroad.  This, early linguistic and cultural flexibility, a product of the Chinese American environment, have allowed American businesspeople to succeed in the light of globalization.

Finally, the gradual incorporation of Chinese culture into the great melting pot of American civilization indicates significant progress towards the elimination of racial prejudice in the United States.  The relationship between Chinese and other Americans was not always as amiable as it is today.  During the latter half of the nineteenth century, waves of immigrants swept into the country form China.  Most Americans had never seen anyone of Chinese descent until that time and considered the immigrants to be alien from them.  At best, the people of New York poured into P. T. Barnum’s American Museum to gawk at the Chinese people on exhibit.  California showed its complete rejection of Chinese culture through ludicrous laws prohibiting Chinese people from wearing the traditional braided hairstyle known as the queue, carrying vegetables in baskets, ringing the gong, and exercising the religious custom of sending the remains of the deceased back to China for interment.  More aggressive natives were engaged in arson and lynching activities against the Chinese.  Later, Chinese Americans struggles to overcome unpleasant stereotypes.  In 1892 the Geary Act passed, requiring every Chinese person in the United States to register their photograph and unique physical traits, with the rationale that all Chinese people looked and sounded identical.  Entertainment media exacerbated these stereotypes.  Male personalities ranged from Dr. Fu Manchu, a heartless criminal genius scheming to dominate the world, Charlie Chan, a corpulent, emasculate detective who speaks poor English.  Equally offensive, female characterization fluctuated between the insidious femme fatale and the naively submissive Suzie Wong-type good girl.  On the other hand, early Chinese immigrants also displayed their xenophobia.  They held the long-cultivated idea that people of other ethnicities were inferior to those of China.  They refused to take non-Chinese spouses or even to associate with non-Chinese people for fear of contaminating their racially pure blood and culture.  However, as the Chinese work ethic already evident in the mines and on the Central Pacific railroad grew even more crucial to the war effort in War II, Chinese Americans consorted more often with other Americans.  Chinese men who did not enter the United States armed forces often joined Chinese women in manufacturing defense machinery.  These experiences translated into an enhanced personal understanding between Americans and the opportunity for Chinese Americans to obtain higher education, to break out of menial labor in laundries into scientific and technological occupations such as engineering.  Today, Americans embrace the Chinese culture as part of their own through valiant attempts to use chopsticks in Chinese restaurants and through enthusiastic participation in Chinese festivals such as the Lunar New Year; likewise, Chinese Americans rarely feel the need to exclude themselves from other cultures as in the past.  Chinese Americans and their compatriots now respect each other in education, the professions, government, sports, and the arts.  Truly, Chinese culture in America has assisted in bringing unity and racial harmony to this great country.

The beneficial contributions of Chinese culture to the American literary, corporate, and community and the accomplishments of individual Chinese Americans are countless.  However, single achievements cannot measure the value of Chinese culture in the United States.  All Americans provide a portion of that value, for beyond chop suey and fortune cookies are the unceasing perseverance and the gradual open-mindedness of Chinese Americans and their countrymen.
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