過年 (一)

課文
過年的時候，從早到晚都有人放eq \o(\s\up11(ㄏㄨㄚ),花)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄆㄠ)),炮)。因為中國人相信eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˇ),ㄍㄨㄟ)),鬼)怕放炮的聲音，所以過年的時候放炮，eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄍㄜ)),各)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo4()ˋ),ㄕ)),式)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄍㄜ)),各)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄧㄤ)),樣)的鬼都不敢來了。加上小孩子們最喜歡放花炮，所以花炮就成了過年時候不可少的東西。有時候eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄓㄥ)),整)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄧㄝ)),夜)放炮，連覺也不能睡。你越想睡，外面放炮的聲音越大。沒法子！要過年就不能睡覺。eq \o(\s\up11(ㄉㄤ),當)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄖㄢ)),然)過年的時候不想睡覺的人還是eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄓㄢ)),佔)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄉㄚ)),大)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄉㄨㄛ),多)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄕㄨ)),數)。
    大年初一，第一件事就是把昨天封上的門打開，讓新年帶來的好運氣進來。開門出去一看，eq \o(\s\up11(ㄐㄧㄚ),家)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄐㄧㄚ),家)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄏㄨ)),戶)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄏㄨ)),戶)門上都eq \o(\s\up11(ㄊㄧㄝ),貼)著寫著字的紅紙或eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄉㄨㄟ)),對)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˊ),ㄌㄧㄢ)),聯)，上頭寫的都是像「一eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄖㄨ)),入)新年，eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄈㄨ)),福)在眼前」這eq \o(\s\up11(ㄧ),一)eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄌㄟ)),類)的話。這一天街上的eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄉㄧㄢ)),店)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄆㄨ),鋪)都關門休息，不做eq \o(\s\up11(ㄕㄥ),生)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo4()ˋ),ㄧ)),意)，一直到初六才開一半門，eq \o(\s\up11(ㄈㄟ),非)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄓㄥ)),正)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo4()ˋ),ㄕ)),式)的做生意。人們見了面，都說：「eq \o(\s\up11(ㄍㄨㄥ),恭)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄒㄧ)),喜)，恭喜，新年好！」或是「恭喜eq \o(\s\up11(ㄈㄚ),發)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄘㄞ)),財)！」從前女人在春節這一天不能出門，因為怕把家裡的運氣帶出去，只有男人才出去拜年；現在男女eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˊ),ㄆㄧㄥ)),平)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄉㄥ)),等)，沒有這種eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄇㄧ)),迷)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄒㄧㄣ)),信)了。
eq \o(\s\up11(ㄏㄨㄚ),花)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄆㄠ)),炮)


sparklers & firecrackers

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˇ),ㄍㄨㄟ)),鬼)



ghosts
eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄍㄜ)),各)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo4()ˋ),ㄕ)),式)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄍㄜ)),各)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄧㄤ)),樣)

all kinds
eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄓㄥ)),整)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄧㄝ)),夜)/eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄓㄥ)),整)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄊㄧㄢ),天)

whole night/ whole day
eq \o(\s\up11(ㄉㄤ),當)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄖㄢ)),然)


of course, naturally
eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄓㄢ)),佔)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄉㄚ)),大)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄉㄨㄛ),多)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄕㄨ)),數)

to be the majority
eq \o(\s\up11(ㄐㄧㄚ),家)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄐㄧㄚ),家)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄏㄨ)),戶)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄏㄨ)),戶)

each and every household
eq \o(\s\up11(ㄊㄧㄝ),貼)



to paste
eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄉㄨㄟ)),對)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˊ),ㄌㄧㄢ)),聯)


couplets
eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄖㄨ)),入)/eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄐㄧㄣ)),進)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄖㄨ)),入)

to enter

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄈㄨ)),福)/eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄈㄨ)),福)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄑㄧ)),氣)

good fortune, blessing (有福/有福氣: blessed)

….eq \o(\s\up11(ㄧ),一)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄌㄟ)),類)


….things like this kind
eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄉㄧㄢ)),店)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄆㄨ),鋪)


stores

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄕㄥ),生)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo4()ˋ),ㄧ)),意)


business

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄈㄟ),非)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄓㄥ)),正)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo4()ˋ),ㄕ)),式)


informal

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄍㄨㄥ),恭)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄒㄧ)),喜)


congratulations, to congratulate

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄈㄚ),發)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄘㄞ)),財)


to get rich
過年 (二)

課文
店鋪開門以後還不算過完了年呢。正月十五那天是有名的eq \o(\s\up11(ㄉㄥ),燈)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˊ),ㄐㄧㄝ)),節)。各鋪子都在春節的那十幾天裡做各種花燈，多半兒都是用紙做的，樣子越特別越好。到了十三、十四、十五這三天，各鋪子都把花燈掛出來，看誰的最好看。最eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄆㄨ)),普)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄊㄨㄥ),通)的一種燈叫eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄗㄡ)),走)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄇㄚ)),馬)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄉㄥ),燈)，點起來的時候，有紙做的馬跟一些別的eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄉㄨㄥ)),動)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo4()ˋ),ㄨ)),物)在燈裡eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˇ),ㄓㄨㄢ)),轉)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄌㄞ)),來)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˇ),ㄓㄨㄢ)),轉)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄑㄩ)),去)。看燈的人真是eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄖㄣ)),人)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄕㄢ),山)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄖㄣ)),人)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄏㄞ)),海)，熱鬧極了。
    到了正月十八那天，各鋪子就都把燈收起來，正式開門做生意。eq \o(\s\up11(ㄔ),吃)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄏㄜ),喝)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄨㄢ)),玩)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄌㄜ)),樂)休息了這麼多天，大家又都回到平常的工作。有的人已經希望很快的再到過年的時候，也許有人覺得真是eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄒㄧㄝ)),謝)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄊㄧㄢ),天)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄒㄧㄝ)),謝)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄉㄧ)),地)！春節eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˇ),ㄗㄨㄥ)),總)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄙㄨㄢ)),算)過完了，又可以eq \o(\s\up11(ㄍㄨㄟ),規)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄍㄨㄟ),規)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄐㄩ)),矩)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄐㄩ)),矩)的過日子了。
現在中國不再是eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˊ),ㄋㄨㄥ)),農)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄧㄝ)),業)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄕㄜ)),社)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄏㄨㄟ)),會)了，大家的工作都很忙，過年的時後店鋪只休息兩、三天，到初四、初五，大部分的人都回去上班了。只有學生最高興，因為學校每年這時後放eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄏㄢ)),寒)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄐㄧㄚ)),假)，從小學到大學，都是一個月不上課。
eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˊ),ㄆㄧㄥ)),平)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄉㄥ)),等)


 equal, equality
eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄇㄧ)),迷)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄒㄧㄣ)),信)


 superstitious, superstition
eq \o(\s\up11(ㄉㄥ),燈)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˊ),ㄐㄧㄝ)),節)

  the Lantern Festival
eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄆㄨ)),普)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄊㄨㄥ),通)

  ordinary, average
eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄗㄡ)),走)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄇㄚ)),馬)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄉㄥ),燈)


a carousel lantern
eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄉㄨㄥ)),動)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo4()ˋ),ㄨ)),物)


animal

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˇ),ㄓㄨㄢ)),轉)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄌㄞ)),來)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˇ),ㄓㄨㄢ)),轉)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄑㄩ)),去)

turning around and around
eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄖㄣ)),人)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄕㄢ),山)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄖㄣ)),人)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄏㄞ)),海)

mountains and seas of people
eq \o(\s\up11(ㄔ),吃)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄏㄜ),喝)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄨㄢ)),玩)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄌㄜ)),樂)

eat, drink, play, enjoy, to have a merry time
eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄒㄧㄝ)),謝)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄊㄧㄢ),天)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄒㄧㄝ)),謝)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄉㄧ)),地)

thank heavens! (to thank heaven and earth)
eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˇ),ㄗㄨㄥ)),總)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄙㄨㄢ)),算)


finally, eventually
eq \o(\s\up11(ㄍㄨㄟ),規)

eq \o(\s\up11(ㄍㄨㄟ),規)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄐㄩ)),矩)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˇ),ㄐㄩ)),矩)

well-behaved

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˊ),ㄋㄨㄥ)),農)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄧㄝ)),業)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˋ),ㄕㄜ)),社)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄏㄨㄟ)),會)

an agricultural society 
(社會﹕society)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo8()ˊ),ㄏㄢ)),寒)

eq \o(\s\up11(\o(\s\up3(\d\fo9()ˋ),ㄐㄧㄚ)),假)


winter vacation
例句

 1.
除了造紙和印刷之外，中國人也發明了花炮。

 2.
怕鬼的人怎麼能聽鬼故事？

 3.
他告訴我各式各樣的理由，我不知道應該相信哪一個。

 4.
昨天晚上你們談話的聲音太大，害我整夜沒睡著。

 5.
天然絲的價錢當然比人造絲貴。

 6.
現在雖然科學進步，相信神、鬼的人還是佔大多數。

 7.
過年之前，家家戶戶都要把屋子收拾乾淨。

 8.
這張字寫得很好，但是不能貼在這兒。

 9.
要先預備好紙、筆、墨、硯，才能寫對聯。

10.
一進入臘月，媽媽就開始預備各式各樣過年要用的東西。

11.
王伯母的先生好，兒女又聽話，真是個有福氣的人。

12.
我對神、鬼一類的小說沒有什麼興趣。

13.
景德鎮的店鋪裡賣的都是各式各樣的瓷器。

14.
雖然校長還沒有到，晚會已經非正式的開始了。

15.
這家店鋪用各式各樣的方法，想讓他們的生意好起來。

16.
王太太生了一個兒子，大家都跟她說﹕「恭喜，恭喜」。

17.
拜年的時候，人們多半兒都說「恭喜發財」這一類的話。
18.
孫中山先生想建立一個自由、平等的新中國。

19.
每一種文化都有各式各樣的迷信。

20.正月十五是燈節，街上掛了各式各樣的花燈，熱鬧極了。
21.
現在的人還沒有正式結婚就住在一起，是很普通的事。

22.  花燈裡最有意思的就是走馬燈。
23.
人們整天為了生活忙，就像走馬燈裡的動物，轉來轉去轉不停。

24.
聖誕節去城裡趕熱鬧，到處都是人山人海。

25.
爸爸媽媽出門了，小李請了許多朋友來家裡吃喝玩樂。

26.
我不想發財，只要有飯吃、有地方住，我就謝天謝地了。

27.
謝天謝地，你總算回來了！

28.  規規矩矩過日子，平安就是福。
29.
五十年前的中國還是農業社會，現在已經進步到工業社會了。

30.
今年寒假我們預備到地中海一帶去旅行。

句子練習
1.
連...也不能(or 沒法子)...

can(t even….

   睡覺：連覺也不能睡     連覺也沒法子睡      連覺也睡不著
   吃飯：連飯也不能吃     連飯也沒法子吃      連飯也吃不完
   看書：連書也不能看     連書也沒法子看      連書也看不下
   唱歌：連歌也不能唱     連歌也沒法子唱      連歌也唱不了
2. 越...越...

the more….the more….
   你越想睡，外面放炮的聲音越大。

越靠近春節，趕著去美容院理髮的人越多。
   不戴老花眼鏡，越近的東西越看不見。
   花燈的樣子越特別越好。
3. 關係子句 relative clause (could be either subject or object)
verb 的 noun
   寫著字的紅紙




坐在王先生旁邊的那個人
   停在外面的汽車




要來跟我們吃飯的人
   掛在牆上的山水畫



老師上星期給你們的功課
   我昨天買的瓷器




我昨天在梅西百貨公司買的瓷器  

4. 到....才  until...then
(later or harder than expected)

   中國到紀元前一千五百年，才開始有可靠的歷史。
   他到飛機場才發現護照和飛機票都忘了帶來。
   我們昨天晚上一直談到十二點才離開。
   你們的關係發展到這個程度，才告訴我！
5.
總算...了，又可以...了。….finally over (left / gone), we can once again….

   謝天謝地，春節總算過完了，又可以規規矩矩的過日子了。
   今年的選舉總算過了，又可以安安靜靜的過日子了。
   謝天謝地，他總算走了，我們又可以吃喝玩樂了。
   那個傢伙總算回家了，我又可以舒舒服服的喝酒了。

作業

(A) Fill in the blanks with these words:
寒假，拜年，家家戶戶，發財，轉來轉去，佔大多數，迷信，福氣，進步，規規矩矩，整夜，各式各樣，農業社會，平等，吃喝玩樂。

 1.昨天什麼東西吵得我______不能睡，是不是鬧鬼？

 2.中國人一進入臘月，__________都開始預備過年。

 3.古時候的人都吃不飽，能吃得白白胖胖一定是很有______的。
 4.他不論做事、說話，總是____________的，從來不隨隨便便。
 5.好不容易放______，還要我們寫作業，真是的！

 6.春節以前，媽媽做了_________的年糕。

 7.日本到現在還是男女不______。
 8.這家店鋪的生意普普通通，是不會______的。

 9.我們在紐約街上__________，找了半個鐘頭才找到地方停車。

10.他父親死後，留下很多錢，可是他整天__________，很快就用完了。

11.不能從梯子(ladder)底下經過，是西方人的______。

12.今天晚上的客人裡，不喝酒的__________。

13.你要是給我______，我就給你壓歲錢。

14.__________的生活比現在簡單多了！

15.你的中文，真是越來越______了。

(B) Pair the words with opposite meaning:
平原，城市，麻煩，出口，便宜，鬼，工業社會，天然，隨便，共產黨，笨，專制，大多數，晚輩。

進口

___________________
小鎮
___________________

國民黨
___________________
講究
___________________

山地

___________________
長輩
___________________

貴


___________________
民主
___________________

一部分
___________________
人造
___________________
方便

___________________
神

___________________
農業社會
___________________
聰明
___________________
 (C) Translation: Practice “Relative Clauses”  『(Verb).. 的..(Noun)..』

1. The one of those girls who is the most conservative is his girl friend.
2. The chinaware on that table are the ones that nobody wants to buy.

3. The vase I bought from Macy's（梅西百貨公司）yesterday was broken by him.

4. Where did you put the red envelope which grandma gave you yesterday?

5. The couplets on the door were written by him.

(D)
Draw a line between the two parts that make a correct statement:
1. 正月十五









是迷信

 2.
餃子的樣子









店鋪非正式開始做生意
 3. 臘月初八









要預備甜的東西祭灶


 4. 正月十八









像元寶
 5.
正月初六









是燈節
 6.
臘月二十三









吃臘八粥
 7.
大年初一女人不能出門






把封上的門打開
 8. 吃年糕










所以鬼不敢來
 9. 春捲的樣子









店鋪正式開始做生意
10.
大年夜










是對聯上寫的句子
11.
過年放花炮









代表年年升高

12.「一入新年，福在眼前」





像金條

13.
從前過年一共要過







人們吃喝談笑，整晚不睡覺

14. 大年初一的早上第一件事就是




差不多兩個月
MORE ON CHINESE NEW YEAR 
In the previous chapter we discussed the different types of activities which occur during the New Year celebration.  The passing of the New Year also means the ascendancy of a new astrological sign.  As in Western astrology, the Chinese also have twelve astrological characters; however, the difference is that each figure occupies an entire year, rather than just one month.  There are many tales that attempt to explain the ordering of the twelve signs, which are represented by twelve animals.  According to one legend, when the Great Emperor Jade (Yuhuang Dadi, 玉皇大帝) wanted to chose twelve animals to represent the phases in his celestial calendar he set up a race for all the animals in his kingdom.  Since it was a long way to the Emperor’s Palace and because there were many dangers on the road, the contest was not only based on speed, but also on endurance and intelligence.  The cunning little Rat and his good friend the Cat had an idea, they went to their neighbor the Ox and asked to hitch a ride on the Ox’s back. In return, they offered to point out the best way, since they would have had a better view on his back. The Ox thought it was a good arrangement and took them without any suspicion.  Halfway there, while crossing a bridge, the Rat pushed the unsuspecting Cat into the river.  Because of his endurance and diligence, the Ox reached the finished line ahead of all the others, but at the last moment, the Rat jumped off from his back and landed right on the finish line -- ahead of the Ox.  Although his means were deceitful, the Emperor decided that the Rat used his wit instead of his might.  He was claimed the winner, therefore, on account of his intelligence.  The honest Ox naturally felt cheated, but due to his loyal and humble nature, he bowed before the decision of the Emperor and accepted his place as the second victor.  Each following animals that arrived at the Palace received a place according to their skills and talents: tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, ram, monkey, rooster, dog and boar.  The Cat arrived too late, he was furious about the betrayal, and has been chasing the Rat ever since!

Such tales serve to explain the origin of the Chinese astrological calendar, of course they are only myths.  Nevertheless, stories, like communal rituals, are the basis of Chinese culture.  The frequency of festivals in the Chinese year is tied to the fact that China remained an agricultural society throughout much of its history.  Even today the celebration of the new lunar year coincides with the period when the ground is still frozen and farmers are able to take a rest from their work before the new planting season commences again.  For farmers, manufacturers, and merchants alike, it is a critical period during which the favor of the gods and one’s ancestors is particularly important.  Accordingly, people visit relatives living far away and go to temples and gravesites to honor their family. 

As in many ancient societies, festival time was an important moment for young men and women -  traditionally, it was one of the only times when they could meet openly in public.  This gave young nobles the chance to find prospective brides and vice versa. Interesting enough, the Spring Festival ends with one of the biggest public celebrations: the Lantern Festival (元宵節).  This is a colorful ceremony marking the first full moon of the new lunar year. Crowds gather to watch the presentation of beautifully designed lanterns which occurs at fairs in front of the temple (廟會).  Even today, as soon as the New Year festivities finish, the shops are filled with all kinds of lanterns that can be purchased and carried in the streets by the children.  Other customs at this time 
include riddle-solving (燈謎), which was a very popular event and gave intellectuals a chance to show off their knowledge and eloquence.  Nowadays stores and companies often sponsor lantern exhibition, parade or riddle competitions and give out prizes.  A special dish made during the Lantern Festival is “yuan-xiao” (元宵), a sweet ball-shaped dumpling made with rice flour and different kinds of filling.
1
42

